YOUNG READER 2.0 READ ME





Young Reader 2.0 started life a couple of years ago as a Mac font (and is still available in this form from the AOL Mac shareware librairies) which we've recently converted to a Windows version now that we own a PC.





My husband and I made the Young Reader font family (bold and plain styles) to be legible to primary-school children who are learning to print a D'Nealian hand.  Young Reader, however, is not actually a D'Nealian font, though the character set is very similar to D'Nealian.  There is a complete lower and upper case alphabet, together with the number set and various special characters: punctuation (parentheses, apostrophe, comma, period, colon, semi-colon, hyphen, double quotation mark, exclamation point, en and em dashes); the addition, subtraction (same as hyphen), multiplication (lower-case x), division, percentage and equal signs; the number sign; the asterisk; the ampersand; the slash; the dollar sign; and the underline (useful for making blanks).  There is also a cents sign.





Young Reader 2.0 also contains a number of decorative characters ("dingbats"), mainly holiday-related: a happy face, an American flag, a valentine heart, a candy cane, a dove-of-peace, a jack-o-lantern, pine trees, 2 snowmen, a shamrock, a turkey, George Washington and Abraham Lincoln heads, a pig, Columbus ships, and a mountain bluebird.  "Bolding" a dingbat does not increase its "weight" (as it does, of course, the numerical and alphabetical characters) but reverses it left to right.  These special characters are best accessed via "Character Map" or some similar utility.   





So far I have used Young Reader to print out some of my first graders' stories at 18 points and 24 points.  Both these sizes seemed suitable for first graders to read.  I've also used Young Reader as a general text font, e.g., for letters to parents, bulletin board notices, etc.  





I would be delighted to have your comments on the font with a view to further improvements; please feel free to write or E-mail them to me.  





Gail Petersen


2080 King Edward Dr


Reno, NV89503





petersen@nsn.scs.unr.edu


fugle@aol.com





Young Reader 2.0 is $5.00 shareware, so please send a check for that amount if you plan to use it on a regular basis.  It is free to those who have paid the shareware fee for the original version.





We have also up-loaded 5 dingbat fonts:





Fish 1, 2 & 3.  Silhouettes and outline drawings of fishes (Fish 3 also includes various other animals, sharing some characters with New Bird).


Bird Silhouettes.  Silhouettes of North American birds. 


New Bird.  Outline drawings and silhouettes of birds (including penguins and other marine species, various land and marsh birds); cetaceans (dolphins, whales and porpoises); and a few fish, ichthyosaurs, and marine invertebrates (e.g., starfish, crab).  





Please download these fonts if they are of interest; they are all shareware (type "fugle" in the AOL software search utility to find them).











